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Planning Commission Public Hearing Date: March 23, 2020 

 

City Council Meeting: April 6, 2020 
 

Subject:   Case# R-2020-01: Andrew Miller (R-A to R-2) 

      Zoning Map Amendment 

      Applicant: Andrew Miller 

 
Andrew Miller is requesting to rezone approximately 1.5 acres from R-A (Agricultural-
Residence) district to R-2 (single and two Family Residence) district, to allow for the 

development of a house. The subject property is located at TBD Douglas Ave, further 
identified as PIN: 7100450000801. 

 

 DATE 

Application Received February 5, 2020 

Complete Application February 5, 2020 

Notices Published in Daily Journal March 11, 2020 

Notices Mailed to 350 feet area March 12, 2020 

PC Hearing to be held March 23, 2020 

60 Day Expiration April 6, 2020 

 

Standards of Evaluation 
City of Fergus Falls Zoning & Subdivision Ordinances: 

 154.032 R-2, One and Two Family Residence District 

 154.020 Zoning Amendments  

 

Overview of Zoning Map Amendments: 

Zoning Amendments are guided by Minn. Stat. § 462.357 as well as §154.020 of City 

Code. The zoning map may be amended whenever the public necessity and convenience 

and the general welfare require an amendment. The request for an amendment may come 

from a petition of the owner(s) of the property requesting to be rezoned, a recommendation 

of the Planning Commission, or action of the City Council. 

 

At least one public hearing shall be held on any application for a zoning map amendment. 
Following the hearing, the Planning Commission shall make a recommendation to City 
Council whatever action it deems advisable. A rezoning of residentially zoned land to a 

commercial or industrial district requires a 2/3rds vote by the City Council; any other rezoning 
requests require a simple majority for approval. Under Minnesota law rezoning requests 

cannot be approved with conditions. 
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Background: 
The applicant, Andrew Miller, recently purchased this property. As the property sits in the   

R-A zone, it cannot be built on due to not being 2.5 acres in size as the zone requires. In the    
R-2 zone a single family home can be built on a lot 6,000 sq.ft. in size or two family home on 
a 9,000 sq.ft. lot.   

 

 
 

Zoning Analysis: 
The subject property is directly adjacent to other R-2 zone property. The property to the east 
and the subdivision to the north of the original parcel. See the zoning map below: 
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Multi-family was contemplated for this area of the City. The subject property is designated as 
R-2 on the 2030 Future Zoning Map. See Below:  

 

 
 

Recommended Findings: 
1. The property is currently zoned R-A. 
2. The property to the east of this parcel is zoned R-2. 

3. The future zoning map identifies this area as R-2. 
4. The parcel meets all of the size criteria of the zone.  

 

Staff Recommendation: 

Based on the above findings, staff recommends approval of R-2020-01, Andrew Miller for 
the rezoning of 7100450000801 from R-A to R-2. 

 

Alternative Courses of Action: 

 

Motion to Approve:  

Should the Planning Commission choose to recommend approval, a motion should be 

made to approve the Zoning Map Amendment. 

 

Motion to Deny: 

Should the Planning Commission choose to recommend denial a motion should be made 

to recommend denial of the Zoning Map Amendment, stating the reason(s) for denial. 

 

Motion to Table: 

Should the Planning Commission need further information to make an informed decision 

on, a motion should be made to recommend tabling the item until no later than the next 

Commission date, state the reason(s) for tabling, including the information requested. 

 
However, the Planning Commission should consider all facts and testimony after conducting 
the public hearing and render a decision accordingly. 
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Originating Department: Community Development Department 
 

Respectfully Submitted: Darrin Welle 
 

Attachments: 

 Application 

 Public Hearing Notice 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


