
     Planning Commission Staff Report 
 

   

 

To:    City of Fergus Falls Planning Commission 
Respectfully Submitted:  Klara Beck, Community Development Director  
Date:   August 22, 2024 
Subject:   CUP-1-2024 
 

REQUESTED ACTION 
 

Approve a Conditional Use Permit to allow a detached accessory building constructed by post 
frame in a residential district at 620 Broken Down Dam Rd (PID 71002990751000). 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Applicant RICHARD LAHTI Planning Commission Hearing August 26, 2024 

Property Owner RICHARD LAHTI City Council Meeting September 3, 2024 

Address 620 BROKEN DOWN DAM 
RD 
 

Application Date August 15, 2024 

Parcel Number(s) 71002990751000 60-Day Expiration Date October 14, 2024 

Zoning R-A   

 

BACKGROUND 

Site Information & Current Conditions 
The site is zoned residential agricultural. There is a home on the property along with 
accompanying agricultural buildings. The project intends to replace a dilapidated barn. 
 
Adjacent Zoning 

All adjacent zoning is designated as R-A (Residential Agricultural). 

Adjacent Uses 

The adjacent uses include other residential agricultural property, a city park (Broken Down 
Dam), and a solar farm. 

Proposed Project 

The proposed project involves replacing a dilapidated barn with a new detached accessory 
building constructed by post frame. 

Public Notification & Comments 
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Notice was placed in the newspaper on August 17, 2024 and information sent to landowners 

withing 350 ft of the project site. As of Thursday, August 22, no public comments were received 

regarding the project. 

PROPOSED FINDINGS 
§154.019(D) of the City Code states the Planning Commission shall recommend a conditional 
use permit and the Council may issue conditional use permits if it finds that the use at the 
proposed location meets the following criteria:  
 

1. Will not be detrimental to or endanger the public health, safety, or general welfare of 
the neighborhood or the city.  

The site is located in a predominantly agricultural area and adjacent to a solar farm, the 
size of which would stymie much other residential development in the area. Moreover, 
the building is required to be engineered to meet Minnesota construction standards, 
ensuring structural integrity. These factors support that the project will blend with the 
existing land uses without posing risk to the neighborhood or the city. Criteria Met. 

 
2. Will be harmonious with the general and applicable specific objectives of the 

comprehensive plan and code provisions.  
The city does not have a comprehensive plan. 
 

3. Will be designed, constructed, operated and maintained so as to be compatible or 
similar in an architectural and landscape appearance with the existing or intended 
character of the general vicinity and will not change the essential character of that area, 
nor substantially diminish or impair property values within the neighborhood. 

The proposed detached accessory building will be compatible with the existing 
agricultural character of the area. The post frame construction is common in agricultural 
settings. The proposed structure will additionally be replacing a dilapidated barn, 
arguably improving property values by removing a blighted structure. Criteria Met.  

 
4. Will be served adequately by existing (or those proposed in the project) essential public 

facilities and services, including streets, police and fire protection, drainage, structures, 
refuse disposal, water and sewer systems and schools.  

The building is replacing a dilapidated structure. No new utilities required. Criteria Met. 

 
5. Will not involve uses, activities, processes, materials, equipment and conditions of 

operation that will be hazardous or detrimental to any persons, property or the general 
welfare because of excessive production of traffic, noise, smoke, fumes, glare or odors. 

The accessory building is agricultural in use and will house permitted animals. Criteria 
Met. 

 
6. Will have vehicular ingress and egress to the property which does not create traffic 

congestion or interfere with traffic on surrounding public streets. 
Vehicular ingress and egress is existing. The building is for private use. Criteria Met. 
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7. Will not result in the destruction, loss or damage of a natural, scenic or historic feature 

of major importance. 
No landscaping will change. The area is screened by trees. Criteria Met. 

 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 

Approve a Conditional Use Permit to allow a detached accessory building constructed by post 
frame in a residential district at 620 Broken Down Dam Rd (PID 71002990751000). 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Context Map 
2. Zoning Map 
3. Application & Supporting Materials 
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