
 

                      City of Fergus Falls 

           Committee of the Whole Agenda 
 

May 29, 2024 

7:00 am 

City Council Chambers 

 

A. Call to Order 
  

B. Roll Call 

 

C. Discussion Items 
1. Prairie Wetlands Learning Center Memorandum of Understanding 
  Andrew Bremseth/Neil Powers 

  Requested Action:  Recommendation to the council to extend the  
         Memorandum of Understanding with the US Fish and Wildlife Service for the  

         Prairie Wetlands Learning Center for an additional five-year term 
 

    2. Discussion on Street Closure Policy 
   Klara Beck 
 

    3. West Central Initiative Update 
   Rebecca Petersen and Camille Pearson Walz 

 
    4. Fergus Falls Liquor Stores and Bigwood Event Center Update 

   Brandon Currie 
 

D. Additional Agenda Items 

 
Announcements 

    May 30 4-6 pm       Splashpad Grand Opening     
    June 3 5:30 pm    City Council meeting  

    June 12 7:00 am    Committee of the Whole meeting  
 

Adjourn 
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Meeting Date:  
5/29/24 Committee of the Whole, 6/3/24 City Council 
 
Subject:  
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of Fergus Falls and USFWS 

for the Prairie Wetlands Learning Center 
 
Recommendation:  
Resolution extending the MOU for an additional five-year period  
 
Background/Key Points:   
The Prairie Wetlands Learning Center (PWLC) was established in Fergus Falls in 1996, 
by action of the Federal Government. Subsequent actions by the State and City 
government also made this project a reality.  
 
The City of Fergus Falls and the USFWS entered into an agreement in 1996, which was 
later amended in 2008. That agreement expired at the end of 2018 and was extended 
by the City Council until the end of 2019, to allow a new agreement to be formed. The 
“new agreement” was approved in 2019 for a term of five years and is set to expire in 
June. It is now time to extend the MOU and both parties are proposing another five-year 
extension. If approved, the term of the MOU would run from July 1, 2024 to June 30, 
2029.  
 
The City owns the building and the land upon which the PWLC is located, which was 
necessary due to previous State Bonding. As a result, PWLC reimburses the City the 
annual amount necessary to cover the insurance and any other expenses related to 
these buildings. The current MOU states the annual amount payable to the city is 
$8,500. In this extension, we are proposing to replace that dollar amount with language 
that says the USFWS will cover the actual annual costs, protecting the City if insurance 
premiums continue to increase. The City’s obligations under this agreement remain 
unchanged.  
 
Neil Powers, Project Leader of the Fergus Falls Wetland Management District, will be in 
attendance to answer any Council questions and to provide more information on the 
history and operation of the PWLC and the great programming offered to area students 
and residents.  
 
 
Budgetary Impact: 
N/A 
 
Originating Department: 
Administration 
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Respectfully Submitted:  
Andrew Bremseth, City Administrator  
 
Attachments:  
Existing MOU  
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Meeting Date:  
May 20- City Council  

 

Subject:    
Policies for full or partial street closures, sidewalk sales, and outdoor seating areas. 

 

Recommendation:   

Approve and enact new policies related to full or partial street closures, sidewalk sales, and outdoor 

seating areas. 

 

Background/Key Points:   
The policies first reviewed at Committee of the Whole on Wednesday, May 15 have been updated 

following council’s discussion and further discussion by staff. 

 

Street Closures: 

• Included the words "full or partial" to describe street closures 

• Only the downtown area is governed by this policy; neighborhood block parties or similar 

are encouraged. 

• Applications due 10 days prior to event rather than 60. 

• Got rid of fees to encourage community building events (rental fees for things like barricades 

or picnic tables are still in place unless an event is designated a “community celebration”).  

 

Sidewalk Sales: 

• Updated to include a section related to outdoor seating areas for food & drink establishments 

that share a common boundary line with a public sidewalk. No permit or fee is required. 

Umbrellas are allowed.  
 

 

Budgetary Impact:  
N/A  
 

Originating Department: 
Community Development 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 
Klara Beck 

Community Development Director 

 
 



City of Fergus Falls Street Closure Policy  

The City of Fergus Falls has established the following parameters for obtaining a street closure permit 

for events requesting the full or partial closure of a public street in the area bounded by Cavour Avenue 

on the north; Whitford and Friberg Avenues on the east; Washington Avenue on the south; and Vine 

Street on the west. 

Permit Required 

A permit is required to close, either fully or partially, any public street in the downtown area bounded 

by Cavour Avenue on the north; Whitford and Friberg Avenues on the east; Washington Avenue on the 

south; and Vine Street on the west. 

Fees 

• No fee is required for permitted street closures. 

• Special event rental fees for city services, picnic tables, barricades, etc are applicable to street 

closures (see attachment). 

• Street closures requested by public corporations (city, town, county, or school district) or in 

conjunction with events designated as a “community celebration” are exempt from special 

event rental fees. 

Permit Application  

• Must be signed and completed by a business impacted by, and responsible for, the street 

closure. 

• Must be accompanied by signatures from a minimum of 75% of the impacted properties 

indicating their support of the closure.  

• Applications must be submitted at least 10 days before the event date. Late applications will not 

be accepted. 

Street Closures 

• Streets must be accessible to emergency vehicles at all times.  

• Street closures are permitted only during the hours from sunrise to sunset. 

• No portion of a street shall be closed that results in a remaining portion of the same street from 

having a convenient and adequate turnaround for the travelling public without encroaching on 

private property. 

Liability/ Responsibility 

• The City assumes no responsibility or liability for the street closure or the activities of the event. 

• The applicant agrees to comply with all local ordinances and cooperate with local law 

enforcement officials as requested.  

• The applicant agrees to clean up any refuse from event.  

• The city will coordinate the Police and Public Works Departments to ensure appropriate 

resources are allocated for traffic control, emergency response, and street cleaning. 

• Depending on the nature of the event, applicants may be required to provide security personnel 

and/ or additional waste management resources.  



• The applicant agrees to accept responsibility for the timely return of any materials obtained 

from the city and the fee of replacing any missing, damaged, or destroyed materials.  
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