
 

                      City of Fergus Falls 

           Committee of the Whole Agenda 
 

November 15, 2023 

7:00 am 

City Council Chambers 

 

A. Call to Order 
  

B. Roll Call 

 

C. Discussion Items 
1.  Driveway Easement for 3809 Pebble Shores Drive 
     Andrew Bremseth 

     Requested Action:  Recommendation to the council to authorizing the Mayor and  
    City Administrator to execute the easement agreement  

 
2.  Community Energy Transition Grant Public Input 

     Andrew Bremseth 
 
3.  PI 5362- Fir and Friberg Roundabout Improvement Project: Local Road  

     Improvement Program Grant Application 
     Brian Yavarow 

     Requested Action:  Recommendation to the council to provide a Resolution of  
     Support for the LRIP grant and authorize the submission of the LRIP grant  

      application to MnDOT 
 

D. Additional Agenda Items 

 
Announcements 

November 20 City Council Meeting 5:30 pm 
November 23 All city offices and facilities closed for observance of Thanksgiving 

November 24 Most city offices and facilities closed for observance of Thanksgiving 
 

E. Adjourn 
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Meeting Date:  

11/15/23 Committee, 11/20/23 City Council 

 

Subject:    

Driveway (Ingress/Egress) Easement for 3809 Pebble Shores Drive 

 

Recommendation:   

Resolution authorizing the Mayor and City Administrator to execute the easement agreement 

 

Background/Key Points:   

The home located at 3809 Pebble Shores Drive has been using the existing driveway for many 

years, which happens to cross over City property. The original driveway had to be abandoned 

and moved, as water levels in the area rose significantly after the home was built, making the 

original driveway completely unusable and impassable.  

 

Staff noticed that there was not an easement executed at the time the current driveway was built 

many years ago and feel it makes sense to execute an easement now that it has been discovered.  

 

The easement simply allows for the use of the existing driveway to continue (ingress/egress) and 

states that it is the responsibility of the homeowner to continue to maintain it by keeping it 

mowed, free of debris and in charge of snow removal.  

 

If acceptable to the Council, the Mayor and City Administrator can execute the agreement and it 

can be recorded.  

 

Budgetary Impact:   

N/A 

 

Originating Department: 

Administration 

 

Respectfully Submitted:  

Andrew Bremseth, City Administrator 

 

Attachments:  

Easement Agreement and survey 
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Meeting Date:  

11/15/23 Committee of the Whole 

 

Subject:    

Community Energy Transition Grant Public Input 

 

Recommendation:   

No action needed- Public input requested 

 

Background/Key Points:   

At the City Council meeting on November 6, 2023, the City Council authorized the submission 

of a Community Energy Transition Grant focused on work force housing. This grant program is 

a new one, with funding provided by the Legislature for FY 2024 and 2025. The deadline for the 

grant submission is November 15, 2023. City staff is actively working on the grant application 

and have received assistance from Otter Tail Power and other Community partners, which is 

appreciated and makes our application stronger.  

 

One component of the grant is the need for a public meeting that allows for public input about 

the project and grant application. The grant materials state: “Successful applications will also 

include minutes from at least one public meeting that allowed for public input, with public 

discussion, of the proposed use of the Community Energy Transition Grant funds and how it 

relates to the community’s transition planning.”  

 

While we have had a lot of public discussion through our Downtown River Front Masterplan 

process and our more recently strategic planning process on housing and workforce housing, we 

should have a dedicated session for the public to discuss this project.  

 

The project the City intends to submit is for a grant related to the acquisition of property for 

workforce housing. The City intends to acquire an existing property that is served by City 

utilities, which is to be cleaned up by the current owner. The city will then partner with a 

developer(s) to create housing opportunities on this site. The site is large enough for multiple 

buildings of multi-family housing. The city has heard from several local employers that they 

need to add workforce and one of the biggest (if not the biggest) barriers to that is housing 

availability, especially in a price range that is affordable for young working families. This 

proposed project will not only address these workforce challenges, but this construction will add 

immediate tax base growth to help offset the loss of the Power Plant closure. This exact use was 

identified in the Downtown Riverfront Master Plan that was adopted in 2018 after extensive 

Community feedback and is consistent with the goals of the City Council in our adopted strategic 

framework.  

 

The proceeds of the grant, if successful, would fully cover the cost of acquisition, meaning no 

local dollars would be involved. The City intends to enter into a Letter of Intent with this 

contingency. 
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 Agenda Item No. <item_outline>     

 

Budgetary Impact:   

N/A 

 

Originating Department: 

Administration 

 

Respectfully Submitted:  

Andrew Bremseth, City Administrator 

 

Attachments:  

None 
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Meeting Date: 
     November 15, 2023 – Committee of the Whole 
     November 20, 2023 – City Council 
 

Subject: 
PI 5362 – Fir Avenue (C.S.A.H 1) and Friberg Avenue (MSAS No. 126) Roundabout 

Improvement Project: Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) Grant 
Application 

 
Recommendation: 
1 .  Resolution of Support for the LRIP Grant  
2 .  Authorization to submit LRIP Grant Application to MnDOT 

 
Background/Key Points: 
On January 17, 2023, the City entered into an agreement with Otter Tail County to pursue the 
construction of a roundabout at the intersection of Fir Avenue and Friberg Avenue. Finding 
additional funding sources for this project without impacting or delaying other planned projects 
remains a priority for City staff.  
 
There is a possibility of obtaining some funds through a Local Roads Improvement Program 
(LRIP) Grant, administered by MnDOT, as it appears this project would be eligible for this 
program. The deadline for submitting a grant application is December 8, 2023. The LRIP grant 
would only fund some of the actual capital construction costs so other funding sources will still be 
required for the City’s share of this project cost.  
 
The award notification for the LRIP grants is anticipated to be in March 2024. 
 
Budgetary Impact: 
Pursuant to this Agreement and past joint ventures, the City shall pay for the following project 
costs: 
1) One-third (1/3) of the cost of the street repair, sidewalk and lighting including the resurfaced 

area. 
2) 100 percent of the cost of the non-storm sewer municipal utilities. To be determined and 

quantified during the final design phase. 
3) One-third (1/3) of the cost of storm sewer placement based on the Mn/DOT stormwater 

analysis. 
4) 100 percent of costs for permanent and/or temporary easements adjoining Friberg Avenue. 
5) A pro rata portion of the total engineering costs for the project, in an amount representing 

the same ratio to the total engineering costs as Municipality’s portion of the construction 
costs bears to the total construction contract cost. 
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In general, the City’s portion would be approximately $730,000 plus any municipal storm, 
sanitary sewer, and/or watermain relocations or replacements, if needed. 
 
The City funding sources could consist of Municipal State Aid Construction for the street and 
surface improvements and the appropriate City utility enterprise funds as needed.  
 
Originating Department: 
Engineering Department 

  
Respectfully Submitted: 
Brian Yavarow, P.E. – City Engineer 

 
Attachments: 

1. Local Road Improvement Program Fact Sheet 
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