






Park and Recreation Board Minutes 
March 14, 2022 

 
The Parks, Recreation and Forestry Board met on Monday, March 14, 2022 at 12:00 noon in 
the Council Chambers at City Hall. Park Board members in attendance: Tami Revering, April 
Thompson, Kevin Rogness (chairperson), Chelsey Beilhartz, Lynn Wolters 
Others in attendance: Len Taylor, Mick Johnson, Pam Muxfeldt, Patrick Hollister Mallory Jarve, 
and Tucker Roland. 
The meeting was called to order by Kevin Rogness. The February 14, 2022 minutes were 
approved as submitted.  
Mick introduced Tucker Roland. Tucker is a student at Kennedy School. He will be shadowing the 
Park Department to get an idea of what the department does. He gets credits through the 
school for this. He spent time previously with Ryan Muchow at the Fire Department. He will be 
doing this for about 1.5 hours 3 or 4 days a week for the next few weeks.  

 
Bicycle Playground discussion 
Patrick Hollister and Mallory Jarve (Pedal Fergus Falls) were present for discussion. The City 
missed out on a grant opportunity earlier this year. A video was played that was created by MN 
Dept. of Transportation. This one showed one from Rochester, MN. Another was also shown 
from Seattle. Fergus Falls is interested in creating an area for this.  
Grant opportunities are available and do not require a match in funding. The grants have 
higher limits so hopefully would be no costs to the City. It would also look at costs for future 
maintenance. The bicycle playground would be open to the public when events are not being 
held. The minimum requirement is $5,000.00. One location discussed was the old BJ’s site. It is 
unknown right now what the long term plan is for this site. It is already paved. When a site is 
chosen, it is hoped that it would be there for 10 to 15 years. Len explained that the BJ’s lot it is 
not a highly used lot. He feels that it could be split off and dedicate a portion to just the bicycle 
playground. It has also been discussed as being a future location of a trail head. If additional 
maintenance in the future, or changes are made in the future, an additional grant can be 
applied for. The initial work done by the contractor, including design are costs that can be 
submitted. The last one was due by Mid-January of 2022. By waiting, this will give time to have 
secure, firm costs ready and have it planned out right. Mallory encouraged the group to have 
the location chosen before making application in January, 2023. If the old BJ’s is chosen as the 
location, fencing would need to be included. The west half of the parking lot at the old Shopko 
location was discussed for a more central location to down town.  
Mallory wanted to remind the group that the City will have to spend the money up front 
before being reimbursed. The grant will be approved by MN Dot, but not paid out until the 
work is complete and the money is spent. MN Dot will reimburse the City at that time. Chelsey 
made a suggestion of possibly working with the local Arts Council to help with design and 
painting options. They may partner in on some grant moneys they could receive.  
A motion was made by Kevin R. and seconded by Tami R to look at the feasibility and location 
with details for a bicycle playground for Fergus Falls and to be ready for grant opportunities 
through MN Dot by November or December of 2022. There was no further discussion. The 
motion carried.  
  
 
 



New Business 
Len explained the discussion of the naming of NP Park that was discussed in the February, 2022 
meeting. The Council (in its last meeting), voted to name the entire park Dr. Allen Magnusson 
Park, vs. the playground only. Mick is looking into signage.  
Summer staff applications are coming in. There will be a flyer in the utility bills with 
information. The age limit is 16. 
Lighting was installed at Higgins Dog Park. Otter Tail Power put them up, and will be 
maintained by them. There are no timers. They will be on from dawn to dusk. They are 
directed downward to avoid homes getting the light.  
Chelsey asked if signage or more monitoring can be done for the speed on this road. Len will 
look into this. The previous LB Homes building will be a grade school, so possible signage will 
be used nearby. 
 
Old Business 
Len gave history of what was discussed in regards to the disc golf course at Roosevelt Park. 
Mick is working though details with Brett Burch after the snow melts for a potential lay out.  
It has not been decided if they will go in with concrete, or without. Once the plan is put 
together, it will return to this Board for review.  
Update on chiller at Community Arena: Len will meeting today with the Hockey Association and 
the Figure Skating Club. The City has a commitment from them to pay for a temporary chiller. 
They will cover the cost of this and will have ice in June, July, and August. At some point this 
year the school is going to start on a new cooling system for Kennedy and Roosevelt and the 
City will buy the chiller from the school, giving the City the capability of having ice year around.  
 
Pam: Reported that there are about 2 to 3 weeks of ice left in the arenas. Ice will come out of 
the south rink on Monday, and the main rink will come out beginning April 1. Girls softball 
starts today. Boys baseball starts next week. The summer brochure is planned to go out by 
tomorrow and in the City’s web site. It is not printed anymore. It was pulled off the presses 
when Covid shut things down. It was about a $3,000.00 savings. It did not hurt the registration 
numbers. There a lot of park reservations coming in.  
 
Mick: Park operations are pretty mellow right now. It’s the time of year when the arena is 
winding down, and hopeful that the snow removal of sidewalks and paths is also slowing down. 
Flowers are being planted. The benches that were donated for the dog park are at the shop for 
assembly. They will be anchored. Outdoor rinks came out yesterday.  
 
The Downtown River Front Project- phase I is set to be useable late spring, early summer. The 
second phase of the project will be bid out in April with May construction beginning. The 
Delagoon improvements project is set to go on the ballot in November for a half cent sales tax 
question. This master plan can be found by searching the City’s web site by “Delagoon master 
plan”. 
There was no other business. The meeting adjourned at 12:45 pm. 
Submitted by Connie Petersen 
 











 

 

Park and Recreation Board Minutes 
December 12, 2022 

 
The Parks, Recreation and Forestry Board met on Monday, December 12, 2022, at 12:00 noon 
in the Council Chambers at City Hall. Park Board members in attendance: Tami Revering, Kevin 
Rogness (chairperson), and Lynn Wolters, April Thompson. Not present: Chelsey Beilhartz. 
Others in attendance: Len Taylor, Pam Muxfeldt. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kevin Rogness. The November meeting minutes 

were approved as submitted. 

Board Changes/Appointments 
Today is Kevin Rogness’ last meeting. He is termed out. Tasha Rolfs will begin in January 2023. The 
group thanked Kevin for his service.  This will leave one vacancy.  
 
Old Business 
The topic of naming of parks was discussed. Members have been studying other Cities criteria, rules, 
policies, duration. The City of Fergus Falls does not have anything in place like this. Some had dollar 
amounts tied to them. Lynn felt it should not be just about money. It should be based on community 
support. Measurement of community support could be determined through social media. Dollar limits 
were discussed, but not determined. There are many variables. Len said the deeds would have to be 
gone through to be sure there are no restrictions to any parks. The City Attorney may have suggestions 
on what would be easier and acceptable. A time limit on how long a park could stay in place was also 
discussed. The group felt that 50 years seemed reasonable (unless a conflict occurs before that time 
limit). If a park was donated to the City, the group felt that this would keep it from anyone being able to 
re-name it. It is unknown by this board how many parks the City paid for and how many were donated. 
The soccer association had discussion about naming the soccer area after Dr. Eisenger. There has not 
been any discussion regarding a donation for this naming. The City is looking at putting up a building at 
that location this year and there was question on if they would want to build a building. Earlier on, the 
discussion was to name portions of parks vs renaming an entire park.  
Kevin asked if the intent of this is to hold our ground and hold these names on parks that families have 
given or are we looking to benefit from resources that come into town. Lynn feels that each park needs 
to be identified as what parks want to be restricted from name changes. Len thinks this would be easily 
determined by the deeds which are readily available. Kevin suggested that the framework of a policy 
should be done when those that have some resources can bring to next months meeting. There may be 
different components to discuss as timeframe, community support, financial contribution, and 
availability (are there restrictions or not).  Kevin was invited to return as someone that was on that 
special committee. Lynn feels there should be some kind of financial escalator in the contribution 
portion. It was agreed to discuss again at the February meeting.  
 
Structure moving from Barefoot Park- The structure at Barefoot park can be cut apart and re-welded. It 
is hoped to be moved in early Spring. Len is going to check with “in house” staff to see what their 
comfort level is and may hire it out.  
 
Broadway Park will become the dedicated Pickle Ball courts. The excavating is done, and gravel has 
been hauled in to get started. Completion will be in the Spring. There will be four courts. Len wasn’t 
sure what the fence height is for this.  
 



 

 

The Bicycle Playground will be at Athletic park on one of the tennis courts. The grant was re-submitted 
(without cement) it is a $14,000.00 grant request. This is in addition to $2,500.00 from West Central 
Initiative. 
 
Tami learned from Chris Schulke that he is pretty sure that the Rookery at Adams Park was man made. 
Karen Terry will be at the January meeting. There was discussion of alternate locations for this. Kevin 
questioned  if this  should be a Park and Recreation issue, or should it be DNR or US Fish and Wildlife or 
possible County.  
 
The parking lot at Godel Park is complete, including the path. There is some landscaping left to do going 
to the pier. 
 
Pam reported that the Community Arena is busy. If the weather cooperates, it is hoped that the 
outdoor rinks will have ice getting made next week before Christmas. An area will also be cleared for 
skating at Delagoon.  
 
 The Cross Country ski trail at the Kirkbride Park has been groomed once. The City is getting a donation 
from the Nordic ski club to fund half of a position (Paul Mayer) to be a groomer, and Jonah Hove from 
the Fire Department will also be helping. This will help with getting the grooming done in a more timely 
manner than City staff was able to do it.  The Nordic ski group has also been grooming at Roosevelt 
Park.  
There was no other discussion. The meeting adjourned. 
 
Submitted by Connie Petersen 
 
 


	Feb 2022 Park Board minutes
	3-14-2022 Park Board minutes-approved
	July Park board packet

